PHONICS GUIDANCE
FOR PARENTS

Set |, 2 and 3
Speed Sounds




The information in this bhooklet will explain the phonics
teaching that your child will receive at school during their
time in Reception, Years | .and 2.

[t also provides information on how iyou can help
support your childs phonics development .at home.

If you need clarification .or would like to krnow .more

ahout our phonics teaching, please .make .an .appointment
to speak to yowr childs class teacher.

At Denbigh we stream for phonics in Reception, Years |, 2
and 3. This means that yowr child is being taught
phonics in o group where all the children .are working at
the same level and learning the same letter sounds. Ln Key
stage | these groups .may be made up of children from
Years | or 2. As we know children learn at different rates,
therefore we tailor .our phonics teaching to the .needs .of
the children to ensure they .are secure with letter sounds
before moning them on. This makes sure that the children
have a solid foundation of phonic knowledge which they
then build upon, making them fluent .and .able readers .and
writers.

Children are .assessed each half term .and groups
reassigned to ensure the children .are working at the
correct stage.

Phonics sessions .are taught daily. Once yowr child is
secure with all their letter sounds they will progress on to
o piece of text that they hove read.



Where to start?

Before your child can start to read, they .need to learn to:
o say the sound that is represented by each letter .or
groups of letters e.q. a, b, c, ow, ay, ee
o sound out the word, e.q. co-t, s-h-o-p, A-t-r-ee-t

What .are speed sounds?

In Read Write Lnc phonics the individual sounds .are
called speed sounds’ bhecause we w.ant your child to read
them effortlessly.

What .are speed sounds Set |, Set 2 .and Set 37

Set |:

In Nursery and Reception yowr child learns the sounds
together to read simple words e.q. co-t — cat.

m’ ﬂ'} A) d” Jt’ j’} n’} p', g ) D J L’ k} M’ b” g} 2'} 'L, h} ﬁJfL’ I ) é‘ )
N ) ’9 ) W ) /t’fl') Z ) m} M’) »( ) n’g ) ﬂk

Some Reception children will have progressed onto Set 2
and 3 sounds and reading longer words, while others
will still be learning Set | sounds in Year |.

Set 2:

There are 12 Set 2 speed sounds that .are made up of tw.o
or three letters which represent just one sound, e.g. oy as
in play, ee and in tree and igh .as in high. Lt is important
that your child does not pronounce these as 2 or 3
separate sounds. When your child sees the speed sound
letters together in a word, they must say just one sound
Jor these letters.



When your child learns their Set 2 sounds in school they

will learr:

o the letters that represent .o speed sound e.q. ay
e .o simple picture prompt linked to the speed sound and

a short phrase to say
e.q. toy for .« bhoy

Ewvery speed sound has a list of green words linked to it
£0 Mour child can sound out and sound blend w.ords

containing the new speed sound they have just learnt, for

example j-o-4 — joy
Set 2 speed sounds:

ay: may I play ar: start the cor
ee: what can you see or: shut the door
igh: fly high air: thats not fair

ow: hlow the snow

ir: whirl and twirl

00: poo at the zoo

oM shout it out

o0: look at a hook

ok: koy for . hoy

Set 3:

Up to this point your child will have learnt one w.auy in
which each long vowel sound is written (Set 2 sounds).




When learning their Set 3 speed sounds they will be taught
that there .are more ways in which the same sounds .are
written e.g. ee as in tree and ea as in tea.

There are 25 Set 3 speed sounds that .are made up of two
or three letters mwhich represent just one sound, e.g. ea as
in tea, ow as in cow and are os in core. As before, it is
important that yowr child .does not pronounce these .as 2
or 3 separate sounds. When your child sees the speed
sound letter together in .a word, they must say just one
sound for these letters.

When your child learns their Set 3 sounds in school they
will learn:
o the letters that represent .o speed sound e.q. ea
e .a simple picture prompt linked to the speed sound and
a short phrase to say e.q. cup of tea

Ewvery speed sound has a list of green words linked to it
s0 Mour child can sound out .and sound blend w.ords
corntaining the new speed sound they have just learnt, for
example s-p-o-i-k — spoil

[t is important that the speed sounds .are proctised in the
correct order. The table helow shows iyou the order of the
sounds.

ea: cup .of tea
oi: Apoil the hoy
a-g: make .a .coke




ie: nice smile

o-e: phone home

u-e: huge hrute

ow: yawn at down
aue: share and core
Ar: purse for o nurse
er: a hetter letter

OW: hrow.n cow

ai: snail in the rain
oa: goat in a hoat
ew: chew the stew
ire: pire fire!

ear: hear with iyour ear
wre: sure s pure?
tion: celebhration

2: he .me we she bhe
e-e: athlete Pote

ie: terrible tie

o Poul the astrornaut
ue: come to the rescue
iyt jelly belly

oM south group

What are green w.ords?

Green words are words which your child will he .able to
go ohead and read as they are made up .of the speed
sounds that they will have learnt.



RESOURCES FOR HOME USE

We do .not .normally recommend buying flashcards .or
phonic packs for home use. Howewver, we make an

exception for these. They .are great resources linked to the
phonics scheme we do in school and are perfect for
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A HELPFUL GUIDE TO UNDERSTAND PHONICS AND HOW
WE LEARN AT DENBIGH

Words .are made up from small units of sound called
phonemes. Phonics teaches your child to bhe able to listen
word. This helps yowr child to learn to read w.ords and
to spell words.

Blending

Your child is taught to bhe able to blend. This is when
sour child says the sounds that make up .o word and are
ahble to merge the sounds together until they hear what the

word is. This skill is vital in learning to read.

Segmenting

Youwr child is also taught to segment. This is the .opposite
of blending. Your child is .able to say a word .and then
~ital in being .able to spell words.

What makes phonics tricky?

In some languages learning phonics is easy hecause each
phoneme (sound) has just .one grapheme (w.ay of writing
a sound) to represent it. The English language is a hit
more complicated than this. English only has .around 44
phonemes (sounds) but there are .around 120 graphemes
or waks of writing those 44 sounds. Obwviouwsly we only
hawve 26 letters in the alphabet s0 some grophemes (w.oy
of writing .o sound) are made up from more than .one
letter.



ch th oo ay - these are all digraphs, graphemes
with tw.o letters.

There are other graphemes that .are trigraphs like igh
(Jma,dzu,p,,o?ﬂﬂuzelztbef/s,wudejvm,agew made up of Lour
letters like .aigh.

Another slightly sticky problem is that some graphemes
can represent .more than one phoneme. For example ch
makes verk different sounds in these three words: chip,

Achool, chef.

ACTIVITIES TO DO AT HOME WITH YOUR CHILD

Access the videos wsing the links sent to you from
Achool. These wvideos .allow the children to practise the
sounds they are currently w.orking .on.

Set |I:

Play I-spy.

Alliterative sentences - the .curly caterpillar crunches
Blending games - say three sounds for yowr child to
blend together e.q. .m-a-t — mat.

Segmenting games - hold up .an object and say one of the
sounds incorrectly. E.g hold up a cup, say [ have a
ca-p. Can they correct it?

Set2:
You mwill need a pack of Set 2 and 3 Speed Sound cards.



How to practise Set 2 speed sounds
When you practise your childs Set 2 speed sounds iyou
either have to stretch .or hounce it.

Example of how to practise the stretchy speed sound .oy
(Mm.pl@g)
o look at the picture side - stretch .aacaoy
o stretch the sound and soy the phrose aacay, may I
play?
o repeat the phrase ay, may I play?
e look at the letter side - say .oy
o green words - encourage igour child to sound out
and sound blend the words containing the speed
sound they hove just practised e.q. t-r-awy — troy
Example of how to practise the houncy speed sound oo
(as in bhook)
e look at the picture side - hounce the sound and soy
L0.0-0.0-0.0
e hounce the sound .and say the phrase oo-o00-00, Look
ot .a bhook
o repeat the phrase oo, look at a hook
o look at the letter side - sy .00
o green words - encourage youwr child to sound out
and sound blend the words containing the speed
sound they have just proctised e.q. t-oo-k — took

Using the green w.ord lists:

e point to the sound .as you sound out each word e.g.
plra-y or b-low. Be sure you don't add .an intrusive
wh’ to the end of consonant sounds. Say p not puh,
A not suh, etc.



o repeat, getting faster each time
e in the end your .child will he able to read them

without sounding or blending.

GREEN WORDS TO PRACTISE AT HOME
Please do not proctise .all .of these words. Concentrate on
one or wo sounds at a time and when they know them,

AMONL O,

|12 words a night is ample. Encourage your child to
highlight them when they .can read them w.ithout

Set 2 Sounds
dawy st may WAL ~Nest Aprouy
Y22 stop heen qreen sleep hox
high | night | shop | fright | rock | might
AIOW dress slow show Lrisps Slow
to.o jump mo.od ool fish Apo.on
took top ho.ok shook Jfoot At
oo think star ship start sharp
spork sort thin W.OLIL hlack horse
girl hird AWing whirl chip dirt
out mouth AWM dog round Jound
touy hoy sad this 2enjoy qot
How to practise Set 3 speed sounds

Remember, .only proctise Set 3 speed sounds .once your
child’s knowledge of the Set 2 speed sounds is secure.
Youwr child should know all the Set 2 sounds .and the




letters that represent them without howving to rely on the
picture prompt.

Example of how to practise Set 3 speed sounds

e Review the similar sound from the Set 2 cards
e.q. show the ee, what can syou see speed card
Aoy - ee sound

e Hold wp the letter side of the new speed sound
e.q. show the ea letter card
AU — e
sk Mour child to repeat the sound ea

e Hold up the picture side .of the speed sound .cord
e.g. say the phrase ea, cup of tea. Repeat.

e Show yowr child hoth sides of the card
sour child must say either ea or ea, cup of tea
depending on which side you show

Some cards have three different spellings e.q. ir in hird,
wr in hurn, er in fern. It is important you do not
introduce all the sound together for the first time. For the
ir speed sound, practise ir and wr first and then practise
er.

Practise the Set & speed sounds in these groups. Those in
bold are from Set 3, those not in bhold, youwr child will
howve learnt in Set 2.

o4 and oi

ay and a-e (as in make)
igh and ire (as in smile)
ow and o-2 (as in home)



00 and u-e Cws.m}bwgz)
or and ow

air and .are

ir and wr

ay ond a-e and .ai

ow and o-2 .and .oa

00 ond u-e and ew

UL

e
tion

Set 3 Sounds
Please do .not proctice all these words wurndil your child

knows all their Set 2 sounds. Corncentrate on .one sound
at a time and when they know it, .move on. 6 words a

eat tea need ream seat sleep
Join toy Noice | choice noise 2enjoy
Jmake shake play name hrove triouy
home kruow XOAEL ApORe stole glow
rude mo.od hrute mo.on LXCUSL huge
SO short strow Adaw.n horse clow
oL Sshare stair Plare Aquare | software
urn slurp third hurl purse whirl
ONLr turn hetter | weather hird corner
homwl shout down | bhrown | crowd Jfound




toad JoJold home cloak Loast glow
new knew Jfool tune Lrew Grew
Jire hire Wire bhonfire | inspire | conspire
ear hear dear Jear neaor Ajear
SALIL puUre oIy picture | creature |.adyventure
tradition congratulation atterntion
corwersation ,ce,l.e,b,r,a,t(,on exploration
Acramptious ferocious NACLOALS,
he WL me she he
oNe athlete delete these even Pete
TRACUL hlue Qlue queUL due AU
Paul |.astronaut| August | author |dinosauwr| pouse
gelly helly | shing | happy | funny | jolly
group AOUP. croup | youth | coupon AJOIL

THE YEAR | PHONIC SCREENING CHECK
all children in Year | in the month of June. It is .designed
to give teachers .and parents information on how your

child is progressing in phonics.

Therz are ,bw,o /szotwmm,t}m 40 word check which

assess phonics skills .and knowledge learnt through
Reception .and Year |. Some of the words are real words

and some .are nonsense w.ords.




Wheat mill it chock?
It will check that yowr child can:
e Sound out and bhlend sounds in order to read simple
w.ords.
e Read phonically decodable .one syllable .and tw.o
syllable words, e.q. cat, sand, windmill
e Read .a selection .of nonsense w.ords which .are

referred to as pseudo w.ords.

These .are words that are phonically decodable but .are not
actual words with an associated meaning e.q. brip,

snorh. Pseudo words are included in the .check specifically
to assess whether your child can decode a word using
phonics skills and not their .memory.

The pseudo w.ords will he shown to your child with a
picture of a monster .and they will bhe .asked to tell their
teacher what sort of monster it is by reading the w.ord.
This not only .makes the check .a hit more fun, but
provides the children with .a .context for the nonsense
word which is independent from .any existing ~v.ocabulary
they may have. Crucially it does .not provide .any clues,

Ls there a pass mark?

The check is .not about passing .or failing but checking
appropriate progress is being .made. Children progress at
Adifferent speeds so0 not reaching the threshold score which
the gowvernment sets does not necessarily .mean there is a



serious problem. If yowr child doesn’t reach the threshold
score they will re-sit the check in Year 2.

What happens to the results?

The school will report syowr childs results to iyou by the

end of the summer term as well as to the Local Authority.
If you hove arny concerns, do talk to your teacher about

this in .o parents’ meeting .or after school.

A good online resource to support iyouwr child can he
found .ot www . oxfordomwl.co.uk

There .are many apps ovailable to use on tablets and
iPads but .approach these with caution. American hased
apps will read sounds in a different way to how we
pronounce them, .and some apps may use the letter name
rather than the letter sound. We .adwvise you to .check these

before wsing with your child.

Thank you for your continued support.


http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

